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powers from becoming dangerous by acting as me-
diator between them. When he took office, France
was endeavoring to collect from Venezuela a claim
which was probably just. When Venezuela proved
obdurate, France proposed to seize her custom
houses and to collect the duties until the debt was
paid. Elaine protested, urged Venezuela to pay,
and suggested that the money be sent through
the American agent at Caracas. He further pro-
posed that, should Venezuela not pay within three
months, the United States should seize the custom
houses, collect the money, and pay it to France.
Again his short term prevented him from carrying
out his policy, but it is nevertheless of interest as
anticipating the plan actually followed by President
Roosevelt in the case of Santo Domingo.

Elaine was just as much opposed to the peaceful
penetration of European influence in the Western
Hemisphere as to its forceful expression. The proj-
ect of a canal across the Isthmus of Panama, to be
built and owned by a French company, had already
aroused President Hayes on March 8, 1880, to re-
mark: "The policy of this country is a canal un-
der American control. The United States cannot
consent to the surrender of this control to any Euro-
pean power or to any combination of Europeans